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Kerry, the Beautiful Kingdom, by John Wesson. (O’Brien press, 2017) 

The Kingdom of Kerry is a visitor's and a photographer's delight.  This book compiles sunsets, 

huge Atlantic waves, bare trees of winter, rugged peninsulas, inlets and cliffs, as well as 

mountains, lakes, sheep and wild goats. The soft rains produce an abundance of flora, while the 

lush, sweet grass is perfect for dairy farming. John Wesson celebrates Kerry's people and 

lifestyle, its moods and its magnificence.  

 

Skellig Coast: Your Essential Guidebook, by Bernadette O’Donoghue. (Go To Guides, 2018) 

A locally published small guide to attractions of the Skellig Coast region, this book includes both 

well known and more obscure destinations.  Maps, historical context, and natural history are all 

included. 

 

The Iveragh Peninsula : a cultural atlas of the Ring of Kerry, by John Sheehan and John 

Crowley. (Cork University Press, 2009) 

This book is a celebration of the famed Ring of Kerry in southwest Ireland from prehistoric times 

to the present. More than the "cultural atlas" suggested in the subtitle, the book in over 50 

chapters embraces environment, history, geography, literature, art, and cultural traditions in a 

stunningly beautiful portrayal of this intimate landscape and its various personalities over the 

centuries. The volume also contains coverage of sport, tourism, music, language, and economy.  

 

Daniel O’Connell: a graphic life, by Jody Moylan. (The Collins Press, 2016) 

A biography of Irish hero and famed advocate for emancipation, this biography provides a basic 

but complete introduction to the life of Daniel O’Connell.  O’Connell was a pivotal character in 

Irish history, and the tour will be staying in Derrynane, just up the road from Daniel 

O’Connell’s home. 

 

Ancient Ireland, by Tarquin Blake. (The Collins Press, 2017) 

Explores 150 historic sites across the thirty-two counties of Ireland with text and color photos. 

The sites range from megalithic tombs to round towers, from monasteries and castles to the more 

recent Martello towers. Each site documented here has an intriguing past and is illustrated with 

Tarquin Blake's trademark photographs. 

 

 



 

On an Irish Island, by Robert Kanigel. (Knopf, 2012) 

Off the wild west coast of Ireland lies the Great Blasket Island, at once forlorn and disturbingly 

beautiful. It has remained uninhabited since 1953. Modernity won out; so Kanigel posits in his 

impressively researched, greatly inviting history of the curious-minded men and women who, in 

the early twentieth century, came from mainland Ireland and elsewhere to reside on the island 

for a while, to absorb the slower way of Irish customs before the advent of electricity and other 

aspects of fast-paced contemporary life. These individuals were especially drawn by an interest 

in the Irish) language, since Great Blasket was one of the last holdouts where Irish was the 

daily-spoken tongue.  

 

Twenty Years A-Growing, by Maurice O’Sullivan (Chatto & Windus, 1933) 

O'Sullivan here tells the story of his growing up in Great Blasket, a sparse island off Ireland's 

Atlantic coast with an Irish-speaking population. Originally written in Irish, this English 

translation retains the original Irish cadence. 

 

The Good People, by Hannah Kent (Little, Brown, 2017) 

Based on true events in nineteenth century Ireland, this novel tells the story of three women, 

drawn together to rescue a child from a superstitious community. Nora, bereft after the death of 

her husband, finds herself alone and caring for her grandson Michael, who can neither speak 

nor walk. A handmaid, Mary, arrives to help Nora just as rumours begin to spread that Michael 

is a changeling child who is bringing bad luck to the valley. Determined to banish evil, Nora and 

Mary enlist the help of Nance, an elderly wanderer who understands the magic of the old ways. 

 

The Librarian at the Edge of the World, by Felicity Hayes-McCoy 

Sequel: Summer at the Garden Cafe 

When Hanna Casey returned home to the Finfarran peninsula of Ireland after her marriage fell 

apart, she never imagined that, five years later, she'd still be living with her mother and driving 

the library bookmobile. Wildly unhappy, she decides to renovate a cabin left to her by her great-

aunt so she can get out of her mother's house. Her gruff contractor, Fury, has taken over her 

renovation project, which she is told he'll give back when he is good and ready. Even worse, she 

is dragged into a local budget debate that could mean the end of her job. Hanna gradually 

realizes that reviving connections among Finfarran's residents may be what will save them all.  

 

 



Beyond Derrynane, by Kevin O’Connell 

Sequel: Two Journeys Home 

Wed at age sixteen,  solely for the purpose of protecting and advancing the interests of the 

O'Connells - one of the few still-intact families of the now-fallen "Gaelic Aristocracy" - Eileen is 

widowed before her seventeenth birthday. As resolute as she is beautiful, Eileen refuses to yield 

to yet another arranged marriage, but rather, through the auspices of her uncle, General Moritz 

O’Connell of the Imperial Austrian Army,  she spends the ensuing richly-dramatic and eventful 

years at the court of the Empress Maria Theresa in Vienna; Eileen’s ebullient elder sister, 

Abigail, also serves at court. Together with the General, they experience a complex life at the 

pinnacle of the Habsburg Empire.  

 

Ireland’s Wild Coast- DVD 

Ireland's Wild Coast is a journey along one of the most spectacular coastlines in the world, 

featuring the wildlife and wild places that make it so special. As never captured before, this 

series features Ireland's west coast and wildlife wonders from the Skellig Rocks; to breaching 

humpback whales; to golden eagles; to majestic salmon; to the clash of Ireland s last surviving 

red deer stags. 

 

Hands: Irish Traditional Crafts- DVD series 

HANDS is a unique, multi-award winning series of thirty-seven documentaries on Irish crafts. 

Imbued by a sense of urgency,  the renowned filmmaking team, David and Sally Shaw-Smith 

travelled the length and breadth of Ireland during the 1970s and 80s, capturing on film the final 

years of traditional rural and urban life. These intimate portraits are as much about the life of 

the individuals as the crafts they practised. The films capture the essence of Irish heritage, 

creating a unique archive of life in Ireland at the end of the 20th century. 


